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Heartfelt Festal Greetings to all Priests 
as the Church Celebrates the Feast of 
St. John Maria Vianney, 
the Patron Saint of Priests. 



Bethany Ashram 


Order of the Imitation of Christ 


Congratulations to all Bethanians as Bethany Ashram 
celebrates her Foundation Day on August 15 thus marching 
ahead to its Centenary Year. 

( 1919 - 9018 ) 


Happy 
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Feast of the Assumption of Mary, Mother of God. 
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THE EPHREMITE 

VOICE OF THE EXARCH 

Dear All, 

Greetings and blessings in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! May the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of 
God, whose feast of Assumption into heaven we 
celebrate this month on 15 August, intercede for us 
all! 

I am happy to note that the month of July 2018 was a blessing for 
all of us. In the memory of our Father-in-Faith, Servant of God 
Archbishop Mar Ivanios, we were blessed abundantly, as 
individuals, parishes, communities and as a Church. From all 
parishes and ecclesiastical districts our faithful in large numbers 
joined the padayatra in Kerala to the tomb of the Servant of God 
and celebrated the feast of commemoration with utmost piety and 
spiritual fervor. This enhances our faith-living. To commemorate 
the same more extensively and obtain the blessings, each of our 
ecclesiastical districts organized padayatras on July 22 or 29. 
These padayatras enable us spiritually to walk in the footsteps of 
our beloved Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios, to emulate 
his holy life, to sanctify us in his holy memory and renew our life 
both personally and as a Church. May God bless all organizers and 
the participants of the padayatras! 

As a resolve and as a sign of grace of the Ormaperunal of Mar 
Ivanios, I urge you to continue to pray incessantly to God to bring 
to fruition at the earliest, the cause of canonization of the Servant 
of God Mar Ivanios. Secondly it was the great desire of Mar 
Ivanios to work for the Evangelization of India. Let us commit 
ourselves to all the works of evangelization and mission that our 
Exarchate has undertaken and plan to undertake, through the 
intercession of the Servant of God. May God continue to bless us! 

15August2018 

15 August is important for us in three aspects: It is the feast of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into heaven; it is the 
birthday of Bethany Ashram founded by Mar Ivanios for achieving 
the realization of God through ascetic life as a power house to 
evangelize India; it is the independence day whereby we 
remember the political liberation of India from the colonial 

3 













THE EPHREMITE 


powers. 

The Assumption of Mary into heaven is a symbol of human 
liberation from sin and death. Mary as the mother of Jesus partook 
in His economy of salvation for the redemption of the world. 
Consequently she is the first one, who redeemed by Jesus, shares 
in the grace of the resurrection of Jesus and is received into heaven, 
body and soul. She is a symbol of the glory that we human beings 
are destined to share with Jesus in the kingdom of heaven. Mary is 
a symbol of the ultimate human liberation! 

Bethany Ashram is celebrating her 99"’ birthday and is entering the 
centenary year! It was on 15 August 1919 that the Servant of God 
Archbishop Mar Ivanios founded “the Order of the Imitation of 
Christ” which he also named “Bethany Ashram.” A hundred years 
of existence in the path of God realization through ascetic life 
imbibing the genius of Oriental Christian monastic life and Indian 
sanyasa, to serve the Church, especially the Malankara Church in 
its attempt of Reunion of all St Thomas Christians and thus make 
her an instrument of Catholic communion and evangelization! The 
Malankara Catholic Church was born in the bosom of Bethany. 
The founder and the first members of Bethany nurtured her! The 
centenary year is an occasion to celebrate and tha nk the Lord for 
all the goodness showered on Bethany and for making Bethany an 
instrument in His hands to serve the People of God. It is also a time 
of renewal and rededication for the young generation of Bethany 
to imbibe the original spirit and to serve the Church, especially the 
Malankara Catholic Church, in the contemporary world. Together 
with the Exarchate of St Ephrem I wish all a Blessed Centenary 
Year of the foundation of Bethany! 

As India celebrates its 71 st Independence Day, every Indian can 
proudly say, mera Bharath mahan, my India is great! That has 
been India always! A proud nation of a primordial and unique 
culture alongside plurality of heritages, languages and people. 
India is a vast nation stretching from the Himalayas in the north to 
Indian Ocean in the south “with Vindhya, Himacahala, Jamuna, 
Ganga” and with “Punjab, Sindh, Gujarath, Maratha, 
DravidaUthakalaBenga...” with a vast variety of natural wonders 
and geographical diversities. Yet, it is one nation! Thank the Father 
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of the Nation! Thank the leaders who won independence for us! 
Thank the constituent assembly that codified the Constitution of 
India! Thank the statesmen of post-independent India! All noble 
souls with noble ideologies and noble life! Democracy, the rule by 
the majority without denying the legitimate interests of the 
minority and other people with different ideologies, is the mentor 
of modem India! India has surged high in the field of science, 
technology and financial prosperity, all though, a vast majority lies 
still below poverty line! India is an uncrowned super power! 
However, an antidemocratic wind of intolerance, with a whirl 
vision of making India a nation of one people, one race, one caste, 
one religion, blows across the country. It threatens to tear the 
seamless fabric of our national life. The rule of law gives way to 
mob lynching... intolerance, persecution, nepotism, facism... are 
on the rise! India, my glorious nation, where are you heading 
to... ? May God protect India! May the Deva Matha, the Mother of 
God, pray for the Bharatha Matha! 

Orientation Programmes in the Exarchate 

My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ! We all know that, as 
an Exarchate we are progressing. We do our best to progress in our 
faith-life. We do our best to progress as a missionary Exarchate, we 
do our best to increase our vocations to religious life and 
priesthood. We do our best to put in place the necessary 
infrastructure. But we have miles to go before ... After the first 
meeting of the reconstituted Pastoral Council of our Exarchate, 
imbibing the recommendations of the Council, we have tried to 
organize all sectors of our Exarchial life. We conducted the 
Sunday School Teacher's training programmes in all our 
ecclesiastical districts. We conducted or are conducting the 
orientation programmes for all pastoral council and parish council 
members in all our ecclesiastical districts. Similarly Mission Meet 
was organized to coordinate the work of all those directly engaged 
in evangelization. The activities of our associations are 
streamlined. 

Sunday School Day 

On 5 August we are celebrating Sunday School Day. I wish all our 
children be fonned in Jesus Christ. I hope awareness programmes 
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are conducted in all our parishes. 

The Exarchial Convention 

As decided in the last Pastoral Council, preparations have begun 
earnestly to convene an Exarchial Covention that will include all 
groupings of our faithful the parents, the youth, the children, the 
Suvisesha Sangham and all our associations. Under the patronage 
of the Apostolic Exarch, a core committee has been formed and 
other further Committees are being formed. The venue is Pune 
Mar Ivanios Nagar, St Ursula's School, Chinchwad. Please pray 
for the success of the convention. 

Feast of St John Maria Vainney 

As the Church celebrates the feast of St John Maria Vianney, the 
patron of all priests especially the diocesan Priests, I wish all the 
festal greetings to all my brother priests in the Exarchate and 
entrust you to the intercession of St Vianney. I assure all my 
brother priests that I keep you in my prayers especially on that day. 
May our communion and the sense of unnum presbyterium in the 
Exarchate grow in love. 

Concluding Benedictions 

As you can imagine, I am writing to you from Zurich in 
Switzerland where I am now on a pastoral mission in a parish. It is 
an opportunity to meet some of our well-wishers and benefactors. I 
request all of you to pray for their intentions. This time, I see that 
two of our long time benefactors, who supported us with their 
prayers and offerings, have gone to their eternal home. May their 
soul rest in peace! 

As I know that you are all praying for me, I am much strengthened, 
although weariness of the long years of the same work seem to take 
a toll in me! Continue to empower me with your prayers. I pray for 
you and I invoke on you and our families God’s choicest blessings 
through the intercession of the Mother God who is assumed into 
heaven body and soul! God bless! 


Your loving Aboon 



* Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC 

Apostolic Exarch 
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a&mo arojolcxDocnl c9>G(5ra)3ejlc96>3 arcs 

cnjGsrr^mjcO^c/S 3 lar>o - 2018 

Tilaa j3axoicolaaleicn (oralcn ccusn5laa)jgg 
cr\)jcmr»nG33(ro <a>aa1niia3 s>jajcxx>c3ca3a5 
(3ras1aicBj> GO)3iaciro ascS oo)'r)GcrusifiilGcn)3oru 
anlajcacnloajjas (n)G03C/ao 

STUaDJ. 6)6)(113l(ft>GO, 00)CrM>00)(5)60, CardCU^OnJcSDeO, 23(5)3ojl(5)3(36)Gg, 
(ojl(53) (lllopdiiOIClc&Gg, 

n^OJ(3c96)2o L(OTl6CQ)(3>6)6)3C11(n32(515)l(53 (1103(T)o! 

2018 (313)(/)(J$ 23(10)0 5-0o (5)1<53)(5)1 2£183>0 ODJOl <33)30)1 

^Groroioeilcosio (rog oo)G6ng(rO(B>2(/3 3lo)23<33)1 (3i5)oJo1(36)2ca>c33)36iT)G£J3. 
n^ai(3c9S)jo LoJo^raiccDcrajo (grajcraocruc&gjo. (Ii1a3i3(io)ojo1cral£io)ca>a2l 
o316)0^ nJ](2OT)ej o$6)OS2(515)6a5o3do (313) 3^ 2 3 <33)1 6131303 (T)l65By3(35> a®<PJ 
(5)2 OT) 000603002361031(5). 6111&loOl(l)0)3«)) n(j)6)0$ 6DT3 (/3J(.(/a^oad(0)1(33 

03l6313(S§(UO2(BSQQ)2o (.oJ3(3(aiDO)Q3)Jo olld5)261TK33)2o 613)303 (TOGdlnO 
nJJlSqjo 0513GnJ<ft>3d1<S6)2OD2. 

aj1aOJ3(irOtiJ0l(OleJO)3l(T)o OlOjeoeiSoill^JOT) 6D03 (313(1100)0515)1(33 
(Ul(/3J0(n)C515)1(53 0)6)22 (11 g (3 (515)1(33) o$(D6)OC33)2o 0)2226)5 (pJ3<3(5200) 
c&igloS 0)22(30 (T)03loJ2(3(lJo 0T02Ol(36)3o. (UlCOJOOOoJOlCOleJO) OoCO(515) 
00)2(3o_|610) 26O)3S3(U6(515)06)S COJLOD]^ ^oJCgiJTI) «6>TJ31 g 3>(3, 00)(1TM> 
(TO(5)(3, 2(5)3U)^0oJcft>(3, 23(5)3 oJ 1(5)3(3SK/8, 6DS(Ud3>3oCD63Ba3 (5)2 563131 
o^(U(3c36)2o oD^ 3C3Q)0 (T)l061515) (3,2,(5)©615)(5) (SlOOlCQl^ODJ. ‘(53)6003(113 
g(3(5)1 ©615) 30) (515)16)0^ (3Y3)Oog2G(.(5)’ n|j)OT> 00)83>1(3(515)(T)(11 old)(515)16)0$ 
(31502 oJ|C 53)1(53 (5)ei220c3>y3 oJOlaa1ei1oj1(36)6)o ; jS260113(P3610) (111 0510 

ODQIJo ©615)303(1120 0)1061515) 650J (10)22oOo 0)1(3221(5)23(B^ODO). (lllCO 
13(10)0 83l(lfl(36)20T>(5)1(T)2o (rOoOcSiaildSOJTOOflOOJO 6)6)(3>23O20T)(5)l0)20 
6(11610g1 ©iQJOTM^Cno 6)oJ02)(5)(11026)5 2oO(515)3<33) 01300310^23613) (5)l0J 
ODgailoS gggcsi 

(ojl<30)6)oj§ 2(5)30)^3 oJ( 3)G0, 6)6)3(1103©2 1 m ^ 12 ®l (3 ^ < ®l ra 3 6)6)3(110 
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ool63BS)ga2)jo LoJa)o<T)a3lEirulta)gocQ)l aJlgl^jj G^rorololceajcrojaQjaT) 
Q3)0m0(3®10^o a^CojOipjo ODCBlCCQ)aS)S BOcSca^J^CQJJo 6)6)3010 0)163136)63 
soeia&itijl^i aj1aojocrorU(Dlao1ej<T)3T3OT)^ a)1(3qj<-L06TT>®r3)l®3 ®ra)®)20(3 
oioraxscajosjo atifflcS^smcffmocDcraraosjo aj^aojolcsojtacffljo 
6)3j(^)jaJla3. 

caa(3)0oJ1ro)0c95)S)g, ailoaJoarorLjalcraloiaao ta>jsjo6nj63tBg1ro3 
aflcmosm (3r3)«)oe1ec9S)6n56)roKrDjo rard)3^s)5)3ajoeia2)o c&jsjosnjfflOBsm 
cmjo moo fflaacT^lejoBojaiTjajeajo. 0o®)OoJl(3)Oc0S)gjs)s aflaojocro 
®)1cafl?6rr)flj)CQ)]o crujojIecraoiiocDlrfldolKnfflocQ) g3°lai1o)aj](2osm 
fflc9S)a3cas) fflO(3co3°loJOJjffloec&6n5«n. a^crojo ecnsjoJoaS, 

a$ra >2 ffloc5coajjo gojecoJocolBajarn bcdj oruoaroca>o®roi®)lejo6rT> cmzm^s 

ca>j6r<3ro)263Ba3 aigojoD®). 6)6)3ajec9®)lcQ)2o ojacrocoonoajjo 0)106®®) 

eiaojriii^fflooarojcQjua c&jsjosturairolaej oilo&ioou S3lail®)®®)1&i26)s 

ojg^oDjajajaJoaa odoo oroaOoa»1 ceasmo. rairaraflcnjgg eyrxSseso 
6)5)3aJoeja»6(3Bg1(53 ooIodjo aj1(®jooo>r>j®1(®1ajo)eaj3lca>63l®3 mlcmjo 
ail. ca^ocracftfslraS odIodjo ca>j6r<jr3)js3Ba3c9a eiel^oD^aJor) caoo go 
ajjajajaro)siT>o. oaBOJOJixJaosgBgjo c&'naocralc&aciD^eaJsgBgjo ®®83r>Jo 
ejcoojaajjo a)0(52i2lca>ajji20CQ) aroeoa^s 3^cra<D63BgjfflacQ)la1c05)6rDo 
aoemjos (OTOJizjOc&gjas fflO(3a)3(3c®o)63Ba3. 

C3rd®)1caJC0o fflOg63T3O3c0O OJlGO)(H)(20CQ)lS)c96)06n5la1ce5)2aT)C3)2o 
a®5)0 croEa>1(36maJ2fflocQ) gooi arajcujoilc&cftoejro®) cncsajos ailcajocro 
aoc&fflogo cuoaogo 5)ai^ailg1ca>a3 o)1o6®®) b®j OTara^aoern. eo)®)! 
c&rbcqjjbs ardsleirarsKUKjilejjo ardjancijro^rorailejjo jjeilcsajam cejoc&iil 
O3)ca>a3c90 ailoJ(o°l®)fflocQ)l 6)6)3OJfflc05)a3c06)S2ro®) ®1®)1oa)1®3 ajla®)1c06)j 
ajoaojo sslojlcaojoJOiDjo orunooco)lc05)jar> (pJG.aJ03a)eaJ3lcQ)ocQ>l aem® 
orojolaxoafl cft>e®ro)oejlc05)ooT>g oroGsneoroc&ja^ 3lo)o ®)1®6)§. ojaau 
©oco®) ailc®jacro53B®g g^job^o OiJ^ar) oJ&i c&oa^ssrBgjo aoojffloa)^ 
ffl63Bg1ejj®s 6 dot> LoJ^JC'lcaaBajsjiTDjsne. ca>G®®)oailc96)o ailcajocro 
©®)l 6 ) 0 )®) 1 ©o« 2 ) L^^o®srT>®®ro©63r3u3 arflraaa>©o aotm,m63Bgl£J26)s oos 
caajc&cffiosm. n{j)ODo©3 caQrajas ca>j6®i®)263Bg1®3 aajaocaocH) ojIcojo 
croaijo col^iziaejfflocQ) otdgoooOojjo cn1croJO(5®iDffloco) Goruajcnelffljsu 
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^ojjo rdtSocSaDj 5)ca>os2«5r3>26)cft>06ne aciDjoii^RDjffljgg, acnjoad^sl 

ojsxpfflocnlce^jaD 6iQ} oroa2ar)5)raK» Ocfloglajsjcas^ajoaS 2 Qj 8 ara crojol 
coioaol c&GorcsioojIcesio (nieosjos aj1c^joax)ajf3laDlej(PLrULcftnc®od)(SO c&>s 
fflcQjjsnS. 6 dto 22 ej i 5313 §3 5)S raidjoi^asilcft (ruoaD^oicoiocol 
rairoilco) GQajaajajlsx^ craloi^sioaro aolojcolraS 0022261 s ailcrajoaxiruolcral 
£ja)a32(U32 o9d6)C ® GCBX/DJCnOUOaO riJ2(n8LoJ(3ll(->9dCnd0610o. 

gooi aj^oiiajjo nujm^^o^ajocao^l^eiMnosmjsriJcruil^ 
croc5n§oroca>2C/5 c&jglc&gjss (rooai2o ffljajaojrdjipcHflraS ajnj cnsrarOT0a_| 
SJODJ. 61(TDaJOo6TU(6 230110 20-3o OT>°lQ»(3)1 6131000)00IP aJ (330jl61£J 9.00 

fflsml bjotkoS orajraoelceojaD (i®o.crol.crol.a®ra3 (rooa)2(3T3il(36 oroesn§ 

croca.]^ <ft>2§1tft>g2o raraa^onJcarajo aja^Gojrasrrxm 

(Offiahs a^j)&jo @(30(roai63B6ilej2o ajlaojooroojralcwlejcpail 
SOC/lO OJgSKD d3>3(D t ! ) ciMd223CQl LrUOJ(8(313llc9612aT>2 o®(TT0(3ll(36 a®610 
cn)caa)0rfld ffljsre. gooo ^osajIc&B^^carwIfDS aJEfeje^jrajoT) a^ejo 
aj(3c05)2o croeocDjQS (no2(3i5i1(36 okbIoo^o raracnjGfflOscnsmBg^o oraolool 
cO^jodj. 0122261 s qjojo Gnejiajoca)^ (Dfg^cODoajjoD a^oaijo aie/lco) 
soaoajjo (roaojcusijo QeBojaflaaJooroajjo (3i3G(3i3S2(BiJ(6(m orojeoojo] 
ru°lca,06Tr)aJ2ffl06m. sera ®raajcs 6 njoa)o 0022106 co^sjoieiocol ojf3(6or5i2 
OJOCnjo 6D99 393(315,0 (313)0120(6(310120(0)1 Oil OCOJOJ (313(102° 0122<9S> (092)1 
cOsiOo. 2&i8a>o (n^olaDoool cft>C(3i3i3eilc06io (roecoijsis ajlcraiooiiruolaol 

ejaiaojl^^ 0 ®^ 0 c/0 2£- cro 2 c,aJtflt » < ® d96 >J o uuo(oog2ooa> 6!®3(3Joor>2LCDaOo 
Lruoi6(3iol^|26)caiosine, 



* Goioamj ao(6 coj^oGamsrulGOOJoart) 

fflej®.® aro2dlQ3)0(Dl c&GrairoioejIcOQO rroecsDjas 
(lilaoioau ajalcralejarxrojoDnDGBOiTO ca.2m°lnna6 6iaJQ3)(3ffloa6 & 

njooogoej ajruraioraD^c&adaS 


20.07.2018 

cojoeraioeflctooci ocrua^di 


oJ§o, GSllOjajaXTOTnJjao 

N.B. gys cru(3<so)ei(3 croGmscroeflajoS alcrraocH) 201 s rar^axro 5-oo antorail 6rsio(S!)oo#iij 
ail. ^(asaioonoKsao,!, enmajos n®gj3 ruggli&gl&ijo oilnuaS c<a,[.a363Bg1ej)o ajooailGcsasrKrawsrn. 


9 












THE EPHREMITE 

NOTIFICATIONS FROM CHANCELLERY 

I. Ascription of Fr Mathew Joel 

Rev Fr Mathew Joel Charivuparambil, formerly a priest of 
Bethany Ashram (OIC), has been ascribed as priest of this 
Exarchate after having received the Indult of leaving the 
religious life from the Holy See through Bethany Ashram. He 
shall continue to be Vicar of Mathikare parish and Proto 
Presbyter of Bangalore Ecclesiastical District. 

II. Acceptance in to the Exarchate during Exclaustration 
Period 

Rev Fr Michael Dara C.PP.S. of the Congregation of the 
Missionaries of Precious blood has been accepted into the 
Presbyterium of the Exarchate for three years after having 
received the Indult of Exclaustration from the Moderator 
General of the said Congregation. He will reside at 
Samrakshana Ashram along with Fr Joseph Vattaparambil 
and will assist in our missions in Andhra and Telangana 
states. 

III. New Appointments 

A. Exarchial MCA and Mathrusangham Director: Fr Joseph 
Menakalieekal OIC has been appointed as the Exarchial 
Director of MCA and Mathrusangham. He replaces Fr 
Varghese Valikkodath. 

B. Fr Abraham Thanuvelil (Fr Santosh) has been appointed 
as the Local Director of Khopoli Project and Local 
Manger of St Mary's School, Khopoli. He shall be 
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resident at Khopoli. 

C. Fr Abraham Thanuvelil (Fr Santosh) has been appointed 
Parish Priest of Chinchwad parish in Pune Ecclesiastical 
District. 

IV. Higher Studies 

A. Fr Joseph Venmanath has successfully completed his 
LLM from Savitri Bhai Phule Pune University. He was a 
student of ILS Law College, Pune. Hearty 
Congratulations dear Father. 

B. Rev Fr Varghese Valikkodath is going to do higher studies 
in Spirituality from Angelicum University, Rome. All the 
Best dear Father. 


Department of Catechism 


a. Bangalore Sunday School Orientation Camp 

The second orientation session for the Catechism 
teachers was held on July 7, 2018 at Bangalore, it 
was attended by teachers from Bangalore, Chennai 
and Hyderabad. His Excellency Thomas Mar 
Anthonios, OIC addressed the teachers. Rev Fr 
Philip Pulipra conducted the orientation session followed by group 
discussions. 

b. Sunday School Day 

Malanakra Catholic Church celebrates Sunday School Day on 
August 5,2018. All Parishes must celebrate the day meaningfully. 

C. Catechism Syllabus 

The first semester syllabus for the academic year 2018-19 is 
available at the catechism website www. Exarchate .online 
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Malanakara Catholic Church News 

a. Feast of the Commemoration of Servant of God Mar 
Ivanios 

The Annual Padayatra and commemoration of the Servant of God 
Archbishop Mar Ivanios was held in a solemn manner from July 9 
-14, 2018. The main padayatra from Perunad to Pattom was 
devoutly held in which huge number of pilgrims 
participated. Similar Padayatras from Moovatupuzha, Thiruvalla, 
Mavelikkara, Parashala and Marthandaom dioceses were held 
which eventually converged with the main padayatra at Pattom. 
There was dhoopa prathna, candle procession and apostolic 
blessings given on the evening of July 13 as the padayatra reached 
the tomb of Mar Ivanios. The solemn Qurbana on July 14 was led 
by His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos 
together with all the Bishops of MSCC. His Eminence Rainer 
Cardinal Woelki, Archbishop of Cologne Archdiocese, was the 
Chief Guest for the Celebrations and delivered the homily. 

b. Malankara Church Level Suvishesha Sangham Kaiveppu 
Service 

54 new members were commissioned into the fifth batch of the 
Malankara Church level Suvishesha Sangham on July 13-14,2018 
at Pattom Cathedral during the feast of the commemoration of 
Servant of God Mar Ivanios. The preparatory retreat, confession 
and prayers were held on July 13 at the Catholicate center. After 
the evening Prayer at St Mary's Cathedral, Pattom the service of 
Kaiveppu was held wherein the new members took the oath to live 
a life of the Gospels. During the solemn Qurbano on July 14, the 
new members were given Holy Bible and Candle by His Beatitude 
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos and His Eminence 
Rainer Cardinal Woelki. 
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Exarchate News 


a. Padyatra to the tomb of Servant of God Mar Ivanios 

The annual pilgrimage to the tomb of Servant of God, Mar Ivanios 
has been a spiritual journey for all the Malankarites. As always this 
year also the Exarchate members participated in large numbers. 
There were 47 padyatris for the 5 day padyatra and 145 
participants for the one day padyatra from all the different regions 
of the Exarchate. On July 13, 2018 there was Holy Qurbono at the 
tomb together with the Padyatris from Gurgaon Diocese. The 
event was co-ordinated by district and Exarchial MC YM teams. 

b. Exarchial Mission Meet 

A meeting of all the priests, sisters and lay missionaries working in 
the various mission fields of the Exarchate was held on June 29 at 
the Bishop's House, Khadki-Pune. The meeting was chaired by 
Most Rev. Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios, OIC. Msgr Rev Fr. 
Varghese Mattaman, Vicar General and Rev. Fr Stephen 
Chempakathoppe, Director of the Exarchial Missions coordinated 
the event. There were representatives from Bapatla, Kamagiri, 
Igatpuri, Warje and Bopkhel missions. The meeting began at 6.30 
pm with a prayer concluded at 8.30 pm followed by supper. 
Members shared the concerns and situations that are prevailing in 
the missions and ways to march ahead with a renewed zeal. 

c. Exarchial Religious Meet- Koinonia-2018 

The Exarchial religious meet christened 'Koininia' was held on 30 
June, 2018 at Bethany Ashram, Ramwadi, Pune. 12 religious 
priests, 26 sisters and 17 brothers participated in the meeting. The 
meeting was held under the auspices of the Exarchial Commission 
for Religious. The meet began with a Solemn Holy Qurbono 
celebrated by the Most Rev. Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios, OIC. 
Rev. Fr George Ayyanethu OIC, Rector and Superior of Bethany 
Ashram, Ramwadi welcomed the gathering. Most Rev. Bishop 
Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC delivered the keynote address. Rev. 
Fr Geevarghese(Shajan) Kuttiyil OIC to deliberated on Religious 
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and Mission in the context of the Malankara Catholic Church. This 
was followed by group discussions, report presentations and 
clarifications. In the afternoon there was an Open Forum which 
was a platform for a fruitful interaction between the religious and 
the Bishop. Various issues faced by the religious, the relation 
between Church authorities and religious etc were discussed. The 
meeting concluded at 3 pm with the final benediction by the 
Bishop followed by tea. The meeting was coordinated by Rev. Fr 
Thomas Bijily, OIC along with Rev. Sr Krupa SIC. The members 
were gifted with a copy of the Papal Exhortation 'Gaudete et 
Exsultate'. 

d. Inauguration and Blessing of Mar Gregorios Public School 
(CBSE), Chennai 

The Malankara Catholic Church in Chennai has put up a new stride 
in its commitment to quality education with the inauguration of 
Mar Gregorios Public School affiliated to CBSE board. The new 
school building was inaugurated on June 2, 2018 by Most Rev 
Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios, OIC. The infant school has 202 
students on its roll in such a short time. Inspector Krishnamurthy 
of Nolambur Police Station graced the occasion by his presence 
along with Rev Fathers, Rev Sisters, Parents and Teachers. Rev. Sr 
Seraphin DM is the Principal of the School and Rev. Fr Philip 
Pulipra is the Manger of the same. 

e. Inauguration and Blessing of St Thomas School, Nashik 

The inauguration of the much awaited School building of the 
newly erected St Thomas Malankara Catholic School, Nashik was 
held on 29 June, 2018. Most Rev. Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios, 
OIC blessed the new building. Msgr Rev Fr Varghese Mattamana, 
Vicar General of the Exarchate, overseeing the construction as its 
Manger coordinated the whole event assisted by Fr Mathew 
Thazhethottathil. Msgr Rev Fr Selin Jose Konathuvila, Vicar 
General of the Eparchy of Parashala, graced the occasion. It was in 
his tenure that the school started. The blessing was followed by a 
public meeting in which Rev. Sr Suprabha SIC, Principal, 
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welcomed the gathering. The Bishop delivered the keynote 
address and felicitated all those who toiled behind the construction 
of the School. Principals of neighboring Catholic Schools, Rev 
Fathers from the Exarchate and the neighborhood, Rev Sisters 
from Nashik SIC convent, Parishoners of Nashik Parish, parents 
and teachers graced the occasion. Msgr Rev Fr Varghese 
Mattamana thanked the gathering. The meeting concluded with a 
high tea. 

f. Mar Ivanios Padayatra 

District level Padayatra in commemoration of Servant of God Mar 
Ivanios was held in Pune, Chennai and Bangalore Ecclesiastical 
Districts on Sunday, 22 July, 2018. In Pune the Padayatra 
commenced from St Mary's Cathedral Khadki after Solemn 
Qurbono, dhoopaprarthana and a public meeting. Msgr Varghese 
Mattaman, Vicar General, led the Holy Qurbono and Padayatra 
ended at Bethany Ashram, Ramwadi. 

In Bangalore, the Padaytra began from St Michael's School and 
ended at St Mary's MSCC, Hennur. Bishop Joshua Mar Ignathios 
celebrated the Qurbono at Bangalore. 

In Chennai, the Padayatra commenced from St. George church, 
Ayyapakam and ended at Padi parish. 250 members actively 
participated in the padayatra. It was then followed by common 
Qurbono and a hearty lunch was served to all. 


MCYM News 


The identity card for the MCYM members of the 
Exarchate were distributed at Trivandrum after the 
Padyatra. It was distributed region wise. The 
MCYM exarchial body would like to appreciate 
Mr. Dixon Joseph, the MCYM exarchate 
Treasurer for executing this entire project of the ID 
card. 
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Nirmal Hriday Minor Seminar 


a. St Thomas Day Celebrations 

The feast of St Thomas, the Patron Saint of India, 
was celebrated in a solemn manner in the 
Seminary. His Excellency Thomas Mar Anthonios 
OIC visited the Seminary on that day and gave us 
the message of the day. There was an open 
interactive session with the Bishop and the 
Seminary community. 

b. Website Inauguration 
A website for the Seminary designed by one of her own son, Bro 
Joby John Keelathu (III year Philosophy) was launched on 3 July 
by Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios, OIC. Bishop appreciated the 
entire Seminary Community for such a creative and effective 
endeavor to make the presence of the Seminary felt in the digital 
space. The website with the address www.nhms.in has been 
designed in such a manner so as to give a holistic idea of the entire 
life and formation process. 

c. Padayatra to the tomb of Mar Ivanios 

Fourth Year Seminarians participated in the annual pilgrimage- 
Padayatra of our Church from Ranny-Perunad to Pattom 
Cathedral. They actively participated and walked all the five days. 


MCA and Mathrusangham Department 


A meeting of the executive members of MCA 
and Mathrusngham of the Exarchate with the Vfe 

new Director is fixed on August 11, Saturday at < § 

11 am at SMCC, Sakinaka, Mumbai. \ 

KS® 


OBITUARY 


C M Thomas aged 74, member of St Mary's Catholic 
Cathedral Church, Khadki, left for his heavenly abode 
on 11th July 2018. He is survived by his wife 
(Cicilyamma), son (Sajan), daughter (Sini), son-in-law 
(Liju) and grandchildren. May his soul rest in peace. 
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Exarchial District News 

F*uneDistrict__Bjjj 


a. Welcome to Rev Brothers 

As part of their pastoral formation Ashram Br. Jaison Simon 
OIC and Br. Henry Sam OIC from Bethany Ashram joined the 
parish to assist the Vicar in the parish pastoral activities. Bro 
Anit Francis from Papal Seminary also joined the group. In 
order to strengthen the Hindi language speaking brethren, Br. 
Henry was specially entrusted with their responsibility. The 
parish conveyed all their prayers and regards for the 
missionaries Rev. Sr. Stancy, Rev. Sr. Maria Glory, Br. Henry, 
Br. Jaison and Br Anit will be rendering their service to the 
parish this year. 

b. Visit by Rev. Fr George Mathew OIC 

Fonner Vicar Rev Fr. George Mathew OIC visited the parish 
on the July 8 prior to his journey abroad owing to his further 
studies. Both the Holy Qurbana's for the day was celebrated by 
Fr George. The community was extremely delighted by his 
visit and wished him success in all his endeavors ahead. 


St Mary's MSCC, Khadki 


MC YM Activities 

As part of the Annual Youth Programs, the youth will be having a 
prayer meeting and adoration every alternate month. The first 
prayer meeting was held in Jeswin John's house on June 30. The 
youth were also accompanied by few members of the Jesus Youth. 
As part of the fund raising program, parish MCYM decided to 
collect old newspapers and books from houses of our parishioners 
and sell them. 


Holy Redeemers MSCC, Kalewadi 


a. MCYM Yearly Program inaugration and SSC HSC 
Felicitation 

The MCYM yearly program was inaugurated on June 17, 
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2018. It was inaugurated by Vicar Rev.Fr Robin Ettithadhathil 
OIC. He released the yearly planner for the year 2018-19. The 
MCYM also felicitated all the SSC and HSC students for their 
meritorious performance in the examination. 

b. Mathrusangam and MCA Yearly Program Inaguration 

The Mathrusangam and MCA yearly program was 
inaugurated on June 24, 2018. Rev Fr Robin Ettithadhathil 
OIC celebrated the Holy Qurbana. The day started with the 
Kazcha Samarpanam by the Mathrusangam and Pithruvedi 
members followed by the Holy Qurbono. After which the 
MCA felicitated all the SSC and HSC students. 

c. MCCL Yearly Program Inauguration 

MCCL yearly program inauguration was conducted on Julyl, 
2018. The Holy Qurbana was celebrated by Rev. Fr. George 
Mathew OIC. After the Holy Qurbona a small meeting was 
conducted by the MCCL members under the leadership of 
MCCL President Grist Raj. The MCCL Yearly program was 
inaugurated by the lighting of the lamp. Rev Fr.George 
Mathew OIC and Rev Fr Robin Ettithadhathil OIC released the 
yearly program for the year 2018-19. 

d. Quiz Competition on Mar Ivanios Pithavu 

The quiz competition for the catechism students was 
conducted on July 8,2018 by Bro. Alen Thomas OIC and Bro. 
Sujo Koshy OIC during the general session. The quiz 
competition was conducted individually. On June 15, 2018 a 
quiz competition was conducted for the MCYM by the 
Brothers. The MCYM members were divided into two groups 
and the quiz was conducted accordingly. 


Mumbai District 


a. Sangarsh Donation Drive 


The Parish under the leadership of MCYM Sakinaka, 
successfully participated in a donation drive for Sangarsh- a 
school for differently abled children. MCYM members 
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collected an amount of Rs. 16,750 for the children and the 
same was donated to the Sangarsh Co-ordinator, Ms. Ruvina. 
As a token of gratitude, the children from Sangarsh gifted a 
special hand-made card to each of their contributor. 

b. Dukhrono 

Dukhrono, the feast of Martyrdom of St. Thomas, was 
commemorated on July 1, 2018. The day started with a Holy 
Qurbono celebrated by Rev. Fr. Mathew Thazhethotathil. Ms. 
Serin Varghese delivered a speech highlighting the life and 
works of St. Thomas after the Holy Qurbono. Later on 
nerchapayasam was served to all. 

c. Parish level Suvishesha Sangham Meeting 

The parish level Suvishesha Sangham meeting was held on 
July 11 where the newly elected parish level in charge 
welcomed the new vicar Fr. Mathew Pallikkunnel. The new 
vicar was briefed about the activities of the Suvishesha 
Sangham and the vicar even encouraged the members to 
continue some of them even in the coming year. 


St Thomas MSCC, Borivali 


a. Church Feast 

Parish celebrated its annual feast from July 1 to 8. The feast day 
was inaugurated on July 1 by Most Rev Dr. Thomas Mar 
Anthonios OIC with the kodiyettam. SSC and HSC students 
were felicitated by His Excellency. Family Counselling and 
adoration was conducted for the members of the church by 
Rev. Fr. Paul Vineet OIC and Rev. Sr. Santosh DM. Rev Fr. 
Paul Vineet OIC was the celebrant for Holy Mass & Rasa on 7 
July. The main celebrant on July 8 was Rev.Fr Mathew Praful 
OIC. 

b. St. Paul's day celebration 

St. Paul's day was celebrated by the parish on June 24 with the 
St Paul's prayer group of the parish taking the initiative for 
choir, altar service, and offerings. The group also sponsored a 
neercha lunch after the holy Qurbono. 
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St John the Baptist MSCC, Vasai 


a. St Thomas Day 

Dukhrono Qurbono was celebrated on July 3 at 7pm by Rev Fr 
Thomas Bijily OIC commemorating the Feast of St.Thomas. 
The members of St.Thomas prayer group led the choir services 
and offered the nerchapayasam for the day. Mrs Susan 
Mathew delivered a speech after the Qurbano and beautifully 
shared the life of St. Thomas. Parish extended festal greetings 
to its Vicar Rev. Fr Thomas Bijily OIC after the Qurbano. 

b. Night vigil 

Mathrusangam members under the guidance of Sister Bhavya 
SIC led the night vigil session along with fasting, intercession 
and prayers on July 5, 2018 as part of the devotion and fasting 
for the Servant of God Mar Ivanios 

c. Mar Ivanios Day 

The commemoration and memorial Mass for Servant of God 
Archbishop Mar Ivanios was celebrated on July 15, 2018. 
During the homily the Vicar shared about the life and legacy of 
Mar Ivanios. The day could not end more beautifully without 
Respected Sister Bhavya SIC conducting a Quiz Competition 
on Mar Ivanios Pithave for MCCL, MCYM, MCA and 
Mathrusangam. Neercha was served later to all. 


St Thomas MSCC, Thane 


a. Church Feast 

The feast of St. Thomas, the patron saint of the Parish, was 
celebrated from June 29 to July 3. The five day celebrations 
began with the hoisting of the flag followed by a gospel 
preaching by Rev.Fr. Kuriakose Kalaparambath. The Holy 
Qurbono was celebrated by the Proto Presbyter of Mumbai 
District Rev. Fr. Mathew Modiyil OIC. The Holy Qurbono on 
the second day was celebrated in the Syro Malabar Rite. The 
parish members from the neighbouring St.Thomas Syro 
Malabar Church participated in the Holy Qurbono. Rev.Fr. 
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Mathew Pallikunnel Celebrated the Holy Qurbono on Sunday 
1 July which was followed by a Rasa and Agape. All the 
Sunday School students were felicitated on this day for their 
academic performance in the MCCL Examinations. The parish 
along with the Mathrusangam also felicitated the students who 
cleared the SSC and HSC Board Examinations. The feast 
concluded on July 3 with the Holy Qurbono and lowering of 
the flag. 

b. Fathers'Day 

The MCYM members celebrated Father's Day on June 17. 
They expressed their gratitude to all the Fathers with a 
thanksgiving prayer, group song and a talk on the importance 
and value of our reverend Fathers in our lives. 


St Mary's MSCC, Khargar 


a. Father's Day Celebration: 

Parish MCYM celebrated Father's Day on June 17. Prof. K.V 
Thomas shared his views about how a Father son relationship 
should be and compared the relation between a Father and Son 
to that of God the Father and Jesus. It was followed by a 
Biblical dumb charade by MCYM and short message by Rev. 
Fr Mathew Modiyil OIC. The event ended by achen giving all 
Fathers of the church the bookmark of St Joseph Prayer. 

b. Welcoming New MCYM Members and Congratulating X 
and XII Std Students 

New MCYM Members for the year 2018-19 were officially 
welcomed to MCYM Group. The MCYM also took the 
initiative in congratulating and appreciating the X and XII Std 
students for passing the board examination with flying colours 
and wishing them a good career ahead. 


Hyderabad District 


a. MCYM District Senate - Annual General Meeting 

MCYM Hyderabad conducted if s AGM on July 9. The Senate 
was conducted in the presence of District Director of MCYM 
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Hyderabad, Rev. Fr. Blessen George OIC. The meeting was 
also extended as a leadership meet where unit office bearers 
were taken through session by District Animator Mr. Sinu 
Mathew on “Leadership in Youth”. Along with the session an 
insight on the upcoming Global, Exarchate, and district events 
were discussed. 

b. Bapatla Mission Visit 

MCYM Hyderabad initiated a step towards understanding and 
promoting the Mission work in the Exarchate. MCYM 
members undertook a one day visit to Bapatla Mission to 
witness the mission work and spend a day with the Telugu 
community. It was a wonderful experience for all the youth and 
elders to know about the Telugu community who are strong in 
faith and have a strong conviction towards being a good 
Christian. The team visited 3 villages and spent a day in praise 
and worship, action songs, and games. MCYM distributed 
around 1,500 books and stationery materials to the children 
and spoke to them on the importance of going to school. 


Chennai District 


Church Feast 

The parish feast began on 24 June with the flag hoisting. 
Eucharistic adoration was conducted on 29 June by the Jesus 
Youth and the festal procession was held on 30. The Festal Holy 
Qurbono was celebrated on 1 July. The Qurbono was lead by His 
Excellency Most Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Makarios, the Bishop 
of Puttur Diocese. Four Sunday school students received their first 
Holy Communion that day. An enthralling cultural event was 
organized in the evening in which Mrs Anu Chacko, the 
coordinator of Norka Chennai unit and the heads of NSS and 
SNDPI, were the Chief Guests. Perunal concluded on 3 July with 
the flag lowering ceremony. 
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Institutional News 


MGC, Chennai 

a. Academic Year Opening Day 

To exalt the spirit of the inspiration and aspiration, the 
Blessing Ceremony of MGC and MGPS for the academic year 
2018-2019 was held on reopening day, June 18, 2018. The 
Holy mass was celebrated by Rev. Fr. Philip Pulipra, 
Secretary, at 7:00 am, followed by the Blessing ceremony at 
8:30 am. Rev. Fr Philip Kaleeckal, Principal, Sacred Heart 
Mat. Hr. Sec. School, Padi, Rev. Fr. Maria Sobu, Vicar, St. 
George Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, Ayappakkam, 
Rev. Fr. Inigo and Rev. Dr. John Peter, Asst. Professor, Dept, of 
Social Work were present. 

b. Workshop for TOT Life Skills 

Department of Social Work in collaboration with YRG Care 
organized a two day workshop on June 22-23, 2018 for 
Training of Trainers in Life Skills. The sessions revolve 
around knowing oneself, communication and planning 
(facilitating and planning), handling relationships, emotions, 
substance abuse, reproductive health, decision making, 
problem solving, goal setting, nutrition and personal hygiene. 

c. World Environment Day 

Department of Social Work observed World Environment Day 
2018 on July 6. The students sensitized the college community 
on preserving our environment through street theater. Daiso 
pouches, which comes in handy in the absence of dust bins and 
seed balls, which could inculcate the interest in gardening 
were also distributed to teaching and non teaching staff of the 
college. A pledge was also taken by the department to be the 
voice of the environment. Pots of water were placed in the 
corridor to quench the thirst and feed the birds and animals. 
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a. Western Region Labour Commission Meeting 

SEVA staff members participated in the Western Region 
Labour Commission Meeting organized by Workers India 
Federation (WIF) in Atma Darshan Centre, Mumbai. The 
issues of domestic and migrant workers was the focus of the 
meeting especially various steps that needs to be taken to 
protect the domestic workers from being exploited. 

b. SEVA KIDS Academic Year Opening 

SEVA KIDS Non Formal School at Sarvatravihar- Khadki, 
Pune reopened for the new academic year on June 17. Atotal of 
35 kids got admission this year. As part of the inauguration the 
first letter writing ceremony of the students was held. Rev. Sr 
Yvonne, Society of Christ Jesus, from Pune was the Chief 
guest. In last academic year 15 students were promoted and 
admitted in different schools. 


Important Dates to Note 


01 : Beginning of 15 days lent 

04 : Feast of St John Maria Vianney, Patron of Priests 

05 : MSCC Sunday School Day 

06 : Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord 

15 : Assumption of Mary, Establishment Day of Bethany Ashram, 

Independence Day 
19 : Social Justice Sunday 

29 : St Euphrasia 


Bishop's Diary 


01-27 : Switzerland 
28-31 : Pune 
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Fr Mathew Joel 


Fr Michael Dara C.PP.S. 




Fr Joseph Venmanath 
(Successfully completed LLM) 


Fr Varghese Valikkodath 
(Going For Higher Studies in Rome) 



Fr Joseph Menakalieekal OIC Fr Abraham Thanuvelil 

Exarchial MCA and Mathrusangham Local Manager and Director, 
Director Kopholi School and project 

Vicar, Chinchwad Parish, Pune 
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